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congressional district in Colorado be-
fore he came to the Senate—he was 
down the hall from me, and he remem-
bers, as I do the time when we opposed 
the war in Iraq, and the Republicans 
who supported it, all but, I believe, 
three in the House and one in the Sen-
ate didn’t think then about paying for 
that war. They didn’t think about what 
that meant in terms of cost to their 
children and grandchildren when they 
passed that. 

We were both in the House, Senator 
UDALL of Colorado and myself, and 
they didn’t think about the cost when 
we passed the Medicare giveaway to 
the drug and insurance companies, 
which Senator UDALL and I—then con-
gressmen—opposed. They didn’t say 
anything about paying for it in those 
days. They just added it to the credit 
card for our children and grand-
children. 

When they gave tax cuts to the rich-
est Americans—hundreds of billions of 
dollars over 10 years to the wealthiest 
Americans—that was just added to the 
credit card of the future. 

It is only now they object to the cost, 
when it is unemployed workers—people 
whose lifestyle, people whose quality of 
life isn’t close to the quality of life and 
the lifestyle and the standard of living 
that we enjoy, dressed like this, work-
ing in a place like this, this august 
body, with the privileges that surround 
us. It is only when we talk about peo-
ple who have lost their jobs, who don’t 
have privileges that we do now—and 
generally through no doing of their 
own, but simply because they lost their 
jobs because their company closed or 
they got laid off—that they object to 
the cost. 

Most of these workers were efficient 
workers who did what their employer 
asked. Yet we are going to be so stingy 
as to deny them unemployment com-
pensation. 

It is not like they are sitting around 
with nothing to do and should be out 
working. I talked to dozens of people, 
as I am sure Senator UDALL, the Pre-
siding Officer, has, talked to dozens of 
people who tell me they send out 10 or 
15, sometimes 25, sometimes 50 resumes 
every week or so to try to get a job. 
Usually these resumes go unanswered 
and possibly barely even looked at be-
cause these companies are not even 
hiring. 

It is a question of fairness. It is a 
question of good economics. It is a 
question, in some sense, of the privi-
lege we enjoy here that they are deny-
ing even a shred of that same advan-
tage, by refusing to extend their unem-
ployment benefits and refusing to ex-
tend the assistance they could get for 
health care with the so-called COBRA 
program which allows them to keep the 
health insurance they had. It is at high 
cost—but not so prohibitively high a 
cost since we have been helping with 
that since the stimulus package and 
legislation I had written before the 
stimulus bill that included it in it that 
gave assistance to people who lost 

their insurance when they signed up 
for COBRA to keep what they had. 

I do not know what to think about 
their opposition. I hear them say it is 
about the budget deficit but I really 
wonder if it is because they didn’t say 
it before when it was the tax cuts for 
the rich, the drug and insurance com-
pany giveaway, billions of taxpayer 
dollars, and the Iraq war. They never 
thought about paying for those things 
but they want to do it on the backs of 
unemployed workers. I do not get that. 

Let me make it more personal. I have 
two letters today. I talked to a lady 
from Painesville, OH, east of Cleve-
land, in Lake County right along Lake 
Erie. She wrote and then I actually 
called her today and talked to her. Her 
name is Barbara. She said: 

My son-in-law just got his last unemploy-
ment check. He has 2 kids, a $1,000 house 
payment, car insurance, gas is $3 a gallon, 
food bills, school clothes, school supplies, car 
maintenance. 

She writes: 
Oh yes, the kids like to eat. . . . They turn 

off the utilities when you do not pay them. 
. . . [P]lease vote to extend unemployment 
until jobs are available that pay more than 
minimum wage. 

She goes on to write: 
[We] need good paying jobs or unemploy-

ment right now. [My] daughter has bills she 
wants to pay. 

She said: 
[My] husband wants to work for money. 

She said: 
My kids don’t want welfare. 

Again, I think perhaps the Repub-
licans who voted en masse—with the 
exception again of four courageous Re-
publicans, including my seatmate, Sen-
ator VOINOVICH, the senior Senator 
from my State, including the two 
Maine Senators and the Massachusetts 
Senator—perhaps they do not under-
stand the difference between welfare 
and unemployment insurance. I wish 
they would pay more attention so that 
they did. This is again unemployment 
insurance. These people are not taking 
welfare. These are people who earned 
it. 

The second and last letter I will 
read—Janet from Toledo in northwest 
Ohio writes: 

I have been working since I was 14. I am 
going on 65. 

So Janet has worked 50 years or so. 
I had to take early retirements and I am 

[at] risk of losing my home. . . . Thank the 
Lord I kept my car, but I can’t afford much 
else like health insurance. 

People like me are struggling. Giving un-
employment . . . is giving money to people 
who have already earned it and paid into the 
system. 

She is not asking for herself but she 
is asking for the many people she sees 
in Oregon, OH, and Wauseon and Bryan 
and Toledo and Sylvania and all over 
northwest Ohio, people who again, as 
most Americans, play by the rules, 
work hard and simply ask for a fair 
shake. They want this unemployment 
insurance available, payments avail-
able to them. It is not a lot of money. 

It is not anything most of us would 
want to live on, on any kind of decent 
standard of living. It is enough to get 
them to pay their bills through the 
week, through the month, so their 
house will not be foreclosed on, so they 
can feed their children or whatever the 
basic needs of life are that are so im-
portant to them. 

I again thank the four Republicans 
who joined the Democrats in extending 
this legislation. I hope we can move 
forward this week, pass this legislation 
and get it to the President so we can 
get on with the job of figuring out how 
to put more people to work in this 
country. 

I spoke today, I did a conference call 
with several Ohio highway contractors 
to talk about what this meant to them, 
what we can do to get money so they 
can build more highways and bridges 
and water and sewer systems so they 
can help companies that want to ex-
pand do what they need to do to mod-
ernize and expand their plants so they 
can begin hiring people. That is our 
mission, extend unemployment bene-
fits and figure out, working with the 
private sector, how we help them cre-
ate jobs and get this economy back on 
track. 

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent the order with 
respect to H.R. 4851 and the Baucus 
amendment No. 3721 be modified to pro-
vide the vote on the motion to waive 
the Budget Act occur at 12:30 p.m., the 
additional time be divided as pre-
viously ordered, and the remaining pro-
visions of the previous order still in ef-
fect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio. I ask unanimous 

consent the Senate proceed to a period 
of morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION 
RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2010 

SPIRITUAL AND RELIGIOUS CARE 
Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, the re-

cently enacted health reform law will 
extend quality, affordable health cov-
erage to 32 million Americans and 
cover 95 percent of legal residents with-
in the next decade. 

Many Americans, including Christian 
Scientists, rely on provisions in cur-
rent law that recognize spiritual care 
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